
Guidelines for parents and students on returning to school 
 

A great deal of planning and attention has gone into minimising any risks to all members of the school 
community. The school site will look and operate very differently to what you are used to.  

You must strictly obey this guidance at all times. 

This document has been created using the latest government guidance. We have summarised our 
expectations below. Please read these carefully. 

 

Prior to returning 
Please make sure that you are well and have no symptoms. If anybody in your house has symptoms please 
follow the latest guidelines about self-isolation. 

Let us know if you have to self-isolate so we can make informed decisions to protect our teachers and 
students. 

Do not come to school if you are unwell and have symptoms. Anyone who is displaying coronavirus 
symptoms, or has displayed symptoms in the previous 7 days, or lives with someone who has displayed 
symptoms in the previous 14 days, should not attend school unless they have tested negative for coronavirus. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 

Consider your family situation and whether you or anybody in your house is shielding or extremely clinically 
vulnerable. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-
persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19 

 

Make sure you have the resources you need for lessons and any personal hygiene items such as tissues and 
hand sanitiser where possible. This includes pens, pencils and all stationary to reduce the sharing of 
equipment. 

Please bring your own hand sanitizer to school to reduce waiting and queueing for washing facilities 
and dispensers. Wash or sanitize your hands on arrival and regularly during the school day such as 
before and after you eat and when changing classrooms.  

 

Where possible walk, cycle or come to school by car. 

 

You must wear a face covering if you are travelling on a bus, this is mandatory on public transport but 
we are strongly advising it on school transport as well. Masks should be removed on arrival at school 
and either disposed of or kept in a clean plastic bag for reuse. 

 

Plan what you will bring as a snack and drink, ideally in a disposable/throw-away container/packaging. 

Catering facilities at school will be open at break and lunchtime with safely modified timings and 
layouts to our food outlets. 

 

Day of attending school 
You must wear full school uniform. PE kit must be worn on days when you have a PE lesson as changing is 
not permitted. Lessons will be modified to take this into account. 

Wash your hands thoroughly before leaving home. 

If you are travelling by public transport, please follow the guidance on using face masks. 

Car drop off will be operating in the coach park from 8:30 am and not before - you will be directed by staff on 
arrival. 

If you are walking to school, arrive on site no earlier than 8:30 am for the start of the day. 

We are asking buses to arrive at this time to reduce social time before school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


Tutor time has been removed from the start of the day so lessons will begin at 8:40 am. Tutor time will take 
place at the end of the day to ensure a safe and timely departure for each bubble. 

 

All students will be given a coloured lanyard to identify their bubble. This will contain a badge with 
key reminders on such as your break/lunchtime. This must be worn at all times. 

 

Movement around the site 

We have made considerable changes to the timetable, timings and movement around the school site. This is 
to ensure we all remain as safe as possible. 

Pay attention to all social distancing reminders including posters and floor markings. 

Move carefully around the building, obeying one way systems and socially distancing rules when proceeding 
to the location of your lesson. 

You will be allocated designated toilets - check you know which one you can use. Wash your hands 
afterwards. 

Adjustments have been made to breaks/lunchtimes and catering facilities to make social time safe. 

Lunch and break will be staggered at different times. You will remain on the same break and lunchtime each 
day with your year groups bubble to reduce contact with other bubbles. 

Moving time has been added to the timings of the day to allow teachers and students to move safely and 
efficiently around our site.  

 

We will implement our Behaviour Policy to ensure strict adherence to rules around movement/social 
distancing. Serious and repeated breaches of this will be deemed as a significant Health and Safety 
risk and will be dealt with accordingly. * 

 

In class 
Year groups have been organised into ‘bubbles’ to minimise contact between students and staff to enable us 
to reduce the risk of transmission and trace any potential source of the virus. 

The majority of your lessons will be in one classroom or ‘block’ such as B block. The school has been 
divided up so that each year group has a ‘block’ or set of specific classrooms to reduce contact 
across bubbles. 

You will only move round the site at break/lunch and to access specialist teaching spaces such as PE, DT, Art 
and ICT. 

Your induction day(s) will be used to familiarise you with these changes. 

Please follow all instructions from staff, first time, every time. They are for your own safety and wellbeing. 

Maintain your social distance in class and remain in your allocated seat throughout the lesson.  

Use the hand sanitiser available at the entrance to buildings and classrooms. 

Wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser regularly through your stay. 

Catch any coughs or sneezes in a tissue, bin it and wash your hands. 

Do not prevent others from learning or take up teacher time by following these guidelines. 

 

If you feel unwell at school or develop any symptoms of the virus please report this to a member of 
staff immediately. 

 

*Behaviour 

Our behaviour policy remains in place with an amendment for COVID safety precautions. 

The Cottesloe School's behaviour policy has been reviewed in light of the current situation with 
regards to COVID 19 and in conjunction with the school's COVID 19 risk assessment. The current 
policy remains valid and the school will support and deal with any incidents reported to it in a timely 
and professional manner in accordance with the behaviour policy. In addition, when students are on 
the school site and subsequently break the guidance stated in the school's COVID risk assessment 



this would be considered as a serious breach of health and safety. This would be considered a Tier 3 
behaviour infringement and the sanctions would link to this. Therefore, the school would investigate 
the incident, as per the school's protocols, and apply sanctions as outlined in the policy. At all points 
we would be in contact and discussion with parents. 

 


