Issue 6, July 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,
As this academic year draws to a close I look back with great pride at what we
have achieved as a school. I, like all the staff, am looking forward to a few days of rest with family and
friends. Making time for rest and recuperation is so important and I hope that all staff and students have
a restful holiday.
As Headteacher, along with the Governing Board, I have produced a new mission and vision statement
that reflects the strategic direction of the school;
Prepare, Aspire, Succeed
is what we do – it is what defines us as a school. I believe it encapsulates all that is unique and
strong about The Cottesloe School.
My vision is that we will create a ‘Cottesloe journey’ that inspires learning and promotes a sense of
fulfilment from educational and personal achievement.
We are currently developing a brand new website and these key messages will form the basis for the
platform. Part of the new branding of the school will include a purpose designed App which will mean you
can access key information and receive notifications direct to your smartphone or tablet. All of this is
planned to go live at the beginning of the new academic year.
This term has seen the departure of our current Year 11 and 13 students and of course the Induction
Days for our new Year 7 students. We will all be eagerly awaiting the results from both A level and GCSE
examinations when we will continue our work in moving the school forward. We will of course be
welcoming many of our Year 11 students back into the VI Form on results day in August and supporting
those Year 13 who have applied to go on to University. We wish them every success on their respective
results days and staff will be on hand to support those that need advice and guidance.
One aspect of the ‘Cottesloe journey’ that I have begun work on is looking for ways to take learning
beyond the classroom by making links with our local community. I have established strong links with the
Ascott House estate and we have a number of opportunities to work with the estate next year. This
includes developing a wellbeing garden at the school for staff and students and further projects linked to
Art, Performing Arts, PE, Outdoor Education and Careers. This is an exciting opportunity for our students
to work alongside a very prominent local employer.
At the end of term we will be saying goodbye to a small number of teachers, all of whom are going onto
promotion in their new schools. Sadly, we will also be saying goodbye to Polly Grainger who has been a
member of our site team for almost 28 years. Polly is simply one of those people who is a part of the
fabric of the school and she will be sorely missed by us all. We wish her a long and happy retirement.
Earlier this week we said our farewells to our World Challenge expedition that left for Nepal. Mr James
and Miss Felton will be away for a number of weeks with a group of students and we wish them a safe
trip on what will be an amazing journey.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe holiday with your family and friends
and look forward to welcoming you all back on 4th September.
Mr Simon Jones
Headteacher

Meet the Team

Name: Simon Clawson
Position/Role:
Curriculum leader for ICT & Computing
How long have you been @ TCS?
Since September 2015
What do you enjoy most about working @ TCS? The
amazing students and staff, the wonderful location and the
incredible school community we get to be a part of.
Favourite subject when you were at school, and why?
Science and ICT (of course). I am a true geek. I love
anything to do with taking things apart, understanding how
things work and problem solving.
What advice would you give your younger self if you
could? Study harder, sooner. I would have been able to
find my feet a lot earlier in my adult life if I had.
What changes do you predict we’ll see @ TCS in the
future? The way that we link subjects together will
continue to evolve and change. We already do lots of things
across departments and that will, I think, only increase as
time goes on.

Who has been your biggest influence or inspiration?
My parents were a massive part of what made me pull my socks up and try harder. They didn’t want
me to have to face the challenges they did. Two awesome teachers inspired me too. My IT teacher
at secondary school set me on the right path to my degree and career. My wife is also a massive
inspiration to me. She is also a teacher and is incredible at her job. I have learned a huge amount
from just listening to her.
Inspirational Quote?
“Sometimes it is the people no one can imagine anything of who do the things no one can imagine”.
Alan Turing. He proved that everyone has something fantastic to give.
Last book you read: The Hanging Tree - Ben Aaronovitch
Tell us something about yourself that we don’t know: I am a huge Liverpool fan, which I think
a lot of people know. They might not know the reason. I was raised in a family of Manchester United
fans; I just like being different (and having something to have heated discussions about)!

In Memory of Kevin Grimshaw
Two of our students, Hallie and Joe, very sadly lost their beloved
father recently, and in his memory they have set up a 'Go Fund
Me' page to raise money for a charity that is very important to
them. Please visit the page and donate if you can.
“Daddy passed away due to liver cancer in connection with renal
complications, but other like him still deserve your help. For all of
those asking what can we do to help? here’s the answer; you can
give blood, join the organ donation register, or make a donation to
the charity – any amount you can. Without a kidney transplant almost 17 years ago we would not have
known our incredible father. Thank you, for anything you do.”
Hallie and Joe Grimshaw
Click here to visit the page dedicated to helping others in Kevin’s name

Meet the Team

Name: Simon Smith
Position/Role:
Assistant Headteacher
How long have you been @ TCS ?
6 years
What do you enjoy most about working @ TCS?
The dedicated, friendly and supportive staff who work
tirelessly and go the extra mile for our students.
Favourite subject when you were at school, and why?
P.E. because I loved representing the school at football and
basketball as well as being a County Swimmer
What advice would you give your younger self if you
could?
To take that contract to be a fashion model :)

What changes do you predict we’ll see @ TCS in the future?
A School that focuses on both the academic achievement whilst providing an increasing range of
opportunities to nurture the personal development and welfare of our students in order to enhance
their life chances.
Who has been your biggest influence or inspiration?
I have two, my late father who believed in me when my Headmaster scoffed at me wanting to be a
teacher and my PE teacher who encouraged me to apply for my degree course.
Inspirational Quote?
“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world. Don’t judge me by my
successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again”. Nelson Mandela.
Last book you read: ‘Black Box Thinking’ by Matthew Syed. I’m currently reading ‘You Are
Awesome’ by the same author which is designed for children, and I’m reading it with my daughter.
Tell us something about yourself that we don’t know: I’m a triplet and have two sisters who both
became nurses.

Term Dates 2019-2020
Term begins on

Wednesday 24th July (1.20pm finish)

Summer 2019
Autumn 2019

Spring 2020

Summer 2020

Term ends on

All year groups start on
Wednesday 4th September

Friday 25th October

Monday 4th November

Thursday 19th December

Tuesday 7th January

Friday 14th February

Monday 24th February

Friday 3rd April

Tuesday 21st April

Friday 22nd May

Monday 1st June

Tuesday 21st July (1.20pm finish)

Inset days 2019: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September | Friday 11th October
2020: Monday 6th January | Monday 20th April

Performing Arts News - Overstone School

The Music Peeps: Weather Rapping!
On Friday 7th June, Year 3 students from Overstone School visited
Cottesloe and met the Year 9 Performing Arts students as part of
their extreme weather topic. With the Year 3 students, they created
a ‘weather rap’ and performed them in groups. In this session,
Cottesloe students Cerys Finnegan, Rebecca Howells and Christian
Choy took part. The children were enthusiastic to learn, and got on very
well in their groups as they created their different weather raps and
routines.
As well as this, they all learnt sign language for
The Rainbow Song, which was entertaining and
educational. After an hour, the children performed
their songs for their peers and displayed their
understanding of weather. Overall, the experience
was beneficial and compelling for both year
groups. It was an enjoyable opportunity.
Miss Mayhew
Head of Performing Arts
The Dance Peeps
On 7th June, Year 9 students from The Cottesloe
School choreographed and taught a dance to the
Year 3 students from Overstone. The topic was
extreme weather and the dance had four sections
containing different weather conditions. The Year
3’s choreographed part of the rain section in the groups they were given by their group leader. There were
five leaders; Beth, Ella, Lucy, Jemma and Lucy. They all taught groups of 5 students the dances separately,
then performed them all together. The dance involved sound and dance waves. Everyone had a good time
and enjoyed the dances that they learnt in 2 hours. Finally, once they were happy they knew the dance,
they performed it to their peers in Holly Class.
Beth Saberton 9BLW, Ella Wilson 9AC, Lucy Dunn 9JP,
Lucy Caprio 9VM and Jemma Sage 9JSE
Overstone Weather Dance Workshop
Following the successful workshop last Friday, on Friday 14th of June, Year 9 GCSE Dance students
Sophie, Charley, Romanie, Peaches and Theresa, created a weather-themed dance for the Overstone
workshop. It was a great experience and it gave us an opportunity to see what it is like to teach children.
It helped our ability to choreograph in the future for our exams. All the Year 3 students really enjoyed this
experience as much as we did. We hope they will choose to take dance in the near future and they are
welcome back any time!!
Peaches Goyen 9AC

Overstone Weather Rapping Workshop
We joined Year 3 students from Overstone Combined School on 14th June, for a wonderfully fun Weather
Rap Workshop. The workshop was certainly a new and exciting experience for both the children and us at
the Cottesloe School and, although there were several moments of miscommunication and
misunderstanding with the children in terms of group work, we were able to construct three different
performances, all with their own special twist! The children especially immersed themselves in the activity,
creating very comedic and sometimes wacky actions to go along with their selected weather items. We
thoroughly enjoyed the time we had with the Overstone students, and we look forward to enjoying more
brilliant opportunities like this in the future!
Harry Murgatroyd 9JSE, Kiran Burchell 9VM
and Poppy Thornton-Kitchen 9JP

INSPIRED to Create

On Thursday 11th July Cottesloe students participated in an inaugural collaboration ‘INSPIRED
to Create’, which featured an exhibition of Art and Design Technology work, and performances
from INSPIRE students. The evening raised £228 for The Friends of Cottesloe.
Congratulations to all our talented students.

Visit the website to see more

News from the Science Department

Rocket

I have done lots of science experiments and made lot of cool inventions
over the last four years, such as: making rockets, producing crystals,
creating fire tornadoes, growing bacteria, building lava lamps and
designing my own vacuum chamber, just to name a few. I document all
my creations and findings on my Instagram so I can show everyone
what I have done (@ Peter.m_13).
Crystal 6

5 second rule test

Magnesium Fire

Vacuum Chamber
I get my inspiration on
what to do next either
from problems I
encounter in everyday
life, or from improving
other experiments I have
found online. I love
learning new facts and
experience while making
all of these, as well as the fact as its really fun and exciting seeing the
final result of my creation.
Peter Metcalfe 10SB
Peter’s experiments show a great fascination for science which is
something we would like to encourage in all students. I would
recommend students give Peter’s Instagram account a follow so they
can see what he’s up to! All of his experiments are carried out safely
and seem to be very successful. What I like most about Peter’s
experiments is that he is not just carrying on from things taught in
lessons, he is finding out new things and challenging himself to
discover more. This will definitely help with his GCSE Science work
and as a Science Department we look forward to seeing what he is
going to do next.
Mr Seddon

Fire 2

Overstone Year 4 Rocket Cars
The Cottesloe School has been involved with the Learning Partnership’s Race to the Line competition for
four seasons, but this year Mrs Hooley and I were able to train as Rocketeers (yes, we both have
certificates stating that we are fully qualified Rocketeers; possibly the coolest title I’ve ever had) and can
now hold our own events as well.
When we have run the races on our tennis
courts before they have always drawn a crowd of
our Overstone neighbours, and this year we
were really excited to be able to invite some of
their children over to build and run their own
cars. Mrs Willets’ Year 4 class joined us on 10th
July for a morning of designing and racing their
designs, ably supported by some of our Year 7
students who brought along their own rocket car
racing experience.

We were all really impressed with the ideas and
creativity of the children who quickly came up with
some very competitive designs. We had some brilliant

discussions over aerodynamics with Mr
Bonser, and under his guidance some excellent
construction work produced 7 very streamlined,
colourful racing cars.
Once outside we were able to see some really rapid
launches with Super Sonic Squad’s car hitting the peak
speed of 48mph! Worthy winners of a hotly contested race.
A massive thank you to Mrs Willets and the children for
making the morning really enjoyable for us all.
We look forward to seeing their next attempts at breaking that record
when they join us in Year 7.
Mr Clawson, Mrs Hooley & Mr Bonser

Some comments from Year 4 Overstone students
“I had the best time ever at
school – thank you Cottesloe.”
“Thank you Cottesloe for letting
me and my peers come to your
school to make rocket cars – we
had so much fun!” Harry

“It was fantastic, I really
enjoyed making the
rocket cars.” Ruby

“I’m never going to
forget this day.” Sophie

“Amazing morning,
the helpers were
very kind, thank you.”
Maya
“Amazing, an awesome
experience.” Arielle

NEWS FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT
Sports Day 2019
On Thursday 20th June The Cottesloe School held its annual Sports Day. As usual athletes represented their
Form in at least one track, one field and one relay event. The morning session from 9am – 12:20pm saw
athletes competing in event heats in an effort to make the ‘finals session’ in the afternoon.
After some hugely competitive heats in the morning a large number of successful athletes congregated in
the centre of the track to begin the afternoon session at 1pm. With the whole school watching, all athletes
demonstrated great character and courage to perform in front of such a large audience.
There were some stunning performances from a large number of competitors all looking to become a Sports
Day Champion and hopefully qualify for the District Athletics Squad!
A special mention must also go to those Y10 male and female competitors who entered our Pentathlon
Competition. In just its second year, athletes compete in a combination of sprint, middle distance,
throwing, jumping and relay events to amass a points total greater than all other athletes.
This year the female title went to Rosie Tompkins and Jess Sunderland, with Jack Walker winning the male
competition!
Pentathlon Results
Male: Gold: Jack Walker Joint Silver: James Allder Joint Silver: Issac Kelly Bronze: Osten Doherty
Female: Joint Gold: Rosie Tompkins Joint Gold: Jess Sunderland Silver: Jecs Davies Bronze:
Charlotte Thorne.

Outstanding Performance Award
This award is given out by the PE Department to recognise the
‘outstanding performer’ on the day. This is always a very difficult
decision to make as there are always some wonderful performances
to select from and this year was no different. This year due to her
highly polished technical performances across 2 disciplines; 100m
and long jump and her contribution to the relay team Latanyah
Byfield was our winner. Well done Latanyah!
Results Summary:
Gold

Silver

Bronze

Year 7

7CTS

7GM

7GP

Year 8

8AHA

8GKP

8CHO

Year 9

9GEC

9VM

9KES

Year 10

10JM

10CVC

10CB

Overall:

8AHA

10JM

10CVC

A special mention must go to Daisy Clarke (Year 8) and
Paisley Aris-Stead (Year 10). Daisy showed such
determination and character when competing in the 800m
heat, 1500m final and 800m final. When a student asked
Daisy why she was running so much, she said that she
wanted the points for her Form; she was prepared to go out
of her comfort zone and push herself for her Form when no
one else would. Paisley had noticed that Daisy was finding
it tough on the track and, after checking with me, she
decided to run alongside her to encourage and support her.
The two students didn’t really know each other before that
day but empathy and respect had meant that Paisley went
out of her way to support and coach Daisy. What a great
example of what it means to be a Cottesloe student and
how sport can bring out the best in us, well done ladies.
As a PE Department it is an incredibly rewarding experience to see so many students participating on the
day and the character and resilience displayed by so many athletes in pushing themselves to work at
maximum levels. I believe this year we had the most students than ever competing before and on the day!
It is also hugely rewarding to be part of the process that brings so many facets of the school community
together in order to run such a successful day. Thank you to all staff and students for your contribution.

Year 9 DofE Bronze Award 2019
In January this year 61 students from
Year 9 began their Duke of Edinburgh
(DofE) journey at The Cottesloe
School. If you’re unfamiliar with the award each participant must complete
4 sections; physical, skill, volunteering and expedition, the longest of which
requires 6 months of regular activity.
Participants have taken on a variety of different activities to complete these
including volunteering for local charities, having an impact on the local
environment through litter picking or learning a new skill like growing
vegetables or playing an instrument. My particular favourite was two
participants learning to bake and ‘having to’ sample their delicious cakes,
brownies and cupcakes! Good work guys, you passed that section!!

To fully grasp the navigational and campcraft skills which enable the participants to
be self-sufficient on their 2-day, 1-night
expedition, they undertake training and a
practice expedition before being assessed
on a ‘qualifying expedition’ against 20
conditions set by the DofE charity.
Our weekends away saw students
adventuring in the wider community
around Wing, Wendover, Tring and
Woburn.
It is this section which allows me, as
manager of the award, to have more
interaction with our participants and is the most rewarding to be involved in. The expedition is the most
demanding of the sections to complete; 2 days carrying everything you need in a 65ltr rucksack for 6 hours
a day and, whilst you are tired and sore, having to cook your own dinner and pitch your tent at the end of
the first day requires an enormous amount of resilience from a physical and mental perspective.
Whilst the other sections require individual commitment to
complete it is the expedition that relies heavily on participants
collaborating effectively as a group in order to pass. It requires a
positive contribution from each and every member of the group
in a variety of roles. Above all else the successful group requires
teamwork; with participants having to support each other in
order to achieve what is a very challenging common goal. I’m
pleased to say that all groups passed the expedition element
and I am very proud of them.

Toasting marshmallows
at the end of a tiring day

Lastly, I must thank our incredibly generous PTA,
the Friends of Cottesloe School. With our
numbers doubling this year our kit store,
comprising tents, cookers, maps and compasses
meant we were unable to support all students.
Thanks to a significant donation we were able to
purchase the additional tents and cookers to
enable all to take part this year and for many
years to come!
We will be running the Bronze award for Y9 and
the Silver award for Y10 next year, look out for the
Parental Information Evenings in the Autumn term.
Thank you to all the parental support that made
this year’s expedition series a success!
Mr A Curtis
TCS Head of PE and DofE Manager

District Athletics Report
As you are aware the TCS Athletics Squad competed in the Aylesbury Vale District Athletics
Championships on Wednesday 3rd July. We had 82 athletes from Years 7-10 competing across 13 different
athletic disciplines, against 13 other schools.
Athletes were competing on an individual basis, for their year team and also for the overall squad
competition to become District Champions. On the day we had some incredible individual performances
and thanks to the outstanding effort of every athlete our squad came 2nd in the overall competition!
Our students were a credit to the school. If you ever doubted the relevance of our school ethos of
developing character in order to succeed, yesterday would have enlightened your thinking. Students were
resilient in the face of adversity, and challenged to achieve beyond what they thought possible. Throughout
the day older students and notably squad captains were supportive of each other, through coaching to
improve performance, ensuring athletes got to their events and empathetic towards younger members of
the squad who needed support.
As a Department we were proud, in equal measure, of our athlete’s performances and how well they came
to together as a team. Lastly I would like to thank my Department who have put in so much time and effort
to develop the athletic performance and attitudes of so many athletes and to parents for supporting athletes
throughout the season.
Below is a summary of those athletes who made the podium but it must be noted that every athlete in a
final contributed to our overall success.
Athletes in bold are District Champions. (R) means they hold the District Record.
YEAR 7
Mia Gregory (Silver) 800m
Florence Smith (Bronze) 1500m
Ellie Cockton (Silver) High Jump
Toby Barnes (Bronze) Hurdles
Sam Richmond (Gold) High Jump
Boys Relay Team: Barnes, Field, Soames-Gould
(Heats), Richmond, Blinkhorn (Silver)
YEAR 8
Issy Vaile (Bronze) Hurdles
Grace Terrelonge (Bronze) 100m
Charlotte Keane (Gold) 800m
Megan Paul-Thomas (Bronze) 1500m
Caitlin Cooke (Bronze) Shot
Max Smith (Bronze) Hurdles & (Gold) High
Jump (R)
Nathan Bottomley (Silver) 100m and (Bronze)
Discus
Tobias Ellson (Silver) 800m
Ed Daffern (Silver) 1500m
Toby Southerden (Bronze) Shot
Boys Relay Team: Southerden, Van Danzig,
Berko and Bottomley (Gold)

YEAR 9
Keri Weston (Silver) High Jump
Ethan Holt (Bronze) 100m and (Bronze)
Triple Jump
Christian Choy (Silver) 200m
Alaistair Walls (Gold) 300m
Max Weston (Gold) High Jump
Boys Relay Team: Choy, Underwood, Holt,
Walls (Gold)
In the heats they ran the 11th fastest time
nationally this year.
YEAR 10
Latanyah Byfield (Silver) 100m
Georgia Lorraine (Gold) Long Jump
Charlotte Thorne (Bronze) Javelin
Maddie Stewart (Bronze) Shot
James Allder (Gold) High Jump
Girls Relay Team: Stewart, Lorraine, Bell,
Byfield (Silver)
Boys Relay Team: Doherty, Walker,
Sharrock, Kirchin (Gold)

Year 8 Football
On 18th June our Year 8 Football team became District League Champions after beating Buckingham
school in the final 5-1 at Great Horwood.
The game was a lot closer than the score line suggests. An early goal from Berko settled the nerves after
about 4 minutes with ANOTHER long range goal from Captain Daffern 6 minutes later. Buckingham
managed to regroup and kept the boys at bay for the rest of the first half but it was all one-way traffic with
Cristofoli and Young having plenty of the ball in wide areas and getting the ball into the box for Dye and
Berko to try and sneak past the keeper. Daffern and Moran dominated the midfield distributing the ball
expertly in all directions making excellent use of the whole pitch. On the odd occasion Buckingham
managed to break away the back four of Gomm, Van Danzig, Southerden, Ellson dealt with the threat easily
and expertly turned defence into counter attack.
2-0 HT
The second half was a different affair having to play into the wind with a slight incline on the pitch and
Buckingham came out of the traps fastest. The side that barely registered a shot in the first half had the bit
between their teeth and all of a sudden it became very nervy as the feeling was if they could nick a goal
then the momentum would be very much theirs. It took 22 minutes into the second half, with Gomm and
Van Danzig being tested for pace every couple of minutes, before the nerves were settled. With
Sunderland coming on at right back allowing Southerden to push forward and use his pace against their left
back a lovely finish from Southerden made it 3-0 with 13 minutes to play. Opportunities were being made at
both ends with our crossbar being struck but a confident and dominant display form Hayward in goal kept
the frustrations with Buckingham. Berko missed a chance for his second when 1v1 with the keeper and
Cristofoli failed to slide the ball into the net after Berko skipped through the defence and squared it across
the goal. 5 minutes after is was 3-0 it became 3-1 but a sense of ‘too little too late’ hovered over the
Buckingham team. Kimber and Sunderland came on to sure up the defence and put a stop to their danger
men making runs through the middle and 5 minutes from time Berko made it 4-1 with his second and in the
last minute Cristofoli made up for his earlier miss to complete the victory.
The whole team played exceptionally well with each player bringing their A-game and a fantastic captains
performance from Daffern completed the day. We are very proud of the boys and how they presented
themselves throughout.
Team: Hayward, Gomm, 'Virgil' Van Danzig, Southerden, Ellson, Moran, Daffern, Young,
Cristofoli, Dye, Berko, Sunderland and Kimber.

Inspire Sport & Internazionale Football Camp Roadshow
On June 13th four students from The Cottesloe School went to Kempston Rovers FC in Bedford, to take
part in the Internazionale Football Camp Road how, assisted by Inspire Sports. On a wet and horrible day
the students engaged in a number of games and activities designed to improve skill and tactical play.
The students were chosen due to the engagement within their football team and in lessons at school.
They were split over 3 groups; Braden and Sylvie working with Luigi Mainolfi (technical coach with the Inter
Academy) in the morning session, and Harri and Katie working with Massimo Terenzio (Inter Academy
Coach). In the afternoon, the groups moved around, Braden and Sylvie worked with Stefano Co’ (Inter
Academy and Woman’s Academy Coach), whilst Harri then worked with Luigi and Katie worked with
Massimo.
Throughout the day they were working n developing movement and beating a defender to setting up
shooting opportunities for small sided games.
A huge emphasise was placed on individual skills, with players having step over competitions, decision
making under fatigue and even developing the ability to read the body position of the defender, to take
them on or shoot.
The students had a great time,
and received some free
training kit.
PE Department

Netball Success
Congratulations to Mollie Smith, Mia Dockery and Cerys Wuczke who have all been
selected for the North Buckingham Netball Academy Long Squad. The girls will
compete in further trials at the end of the month, if successful they will go on to join
Mimi Lyon-Smith, Georgia Lorraine and Ellie Pugh who already compete for the
academy. Good luck ladies!

STUDENT SUCCESSES
Music to our ears!
Congratulations to
Amy Andrews, Year 7
on passing her Grade
5 flute with Distinction
87/100! Amazing!

HAIR-RAISING DONATION
Year 9 student Amelie ‘braved the shave’ on Wednesday
17th July. She wanted to have her long hair cut into a short style,
but decided to take the opportunity to donate the whole lot to the Little Princess Trust who provide real
hair wigs to children and young people with hair loss, and fund vital research into childhood cancer. There is
a collection box in Reception if you would like to make a small donation.
https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/
Well done Amelie - we think
you’re very cool!

CUPCAKE FUNDRAISER
We held a Cupcake Sale on 13th June to raise funds
for the Alzheimer's Society who support people
with Dementia. Huge thanks all the students and
staff who made such beautiful cakes, and to all those
who bought them.
Between the school and Carey Lodge, over £100 was
raised for the charity. Everyone's efforts were much
appreciated.

[Photo: Ruth Dennis]

STUDENT SUCCESSES
Show-Jumping Success at Royal
Windsor 2019
Sixth Form student Jennifer Tubb was
one of six riders selected from Pony
Club Area 12 to represent the region at
The Royal Windsor Horse Show 2019
on Sunday 12th May. Riders are
selected across the country based on
their previous achievements to take
place in 1m 10/ 1m15 show-jumping
class. Jennifer, and her horse
Honeycoat, jumped a foot perfect
double clear around an up-to height
technical course, to finish in 4th place!
Player of the Year!
Fin Simone in Year 9 was
awarded ‘Coaches Player of the
Year’ by his Judo Club on
Saturday 6th July.
The comments from coaches
were: “he is a great role model
for the younger Judokas and
supports them in training
sessions” and “Fin shows great
skill which was demonstrated in
a local club competition recently.
He is a valued member of the
club who continues to improve
his technique year on year”.
Most Improved!
Outside of The Cottesloe
School Year 8 student Daisy Clarke attends the Adele Peters
Performing Arts School (APPAS) in Aylesbury, and was delighted
to win an award at the weekend for ‘Most Improved in the Drama
Group’. She has enjoyed Performing Arts from an early age, and
first started going to classes at the age of 3. For the past year
and a half she has been a student at APPAS, and enjoys singing
lessons taught by Adele Peters, drama taught by Colin
Hubbocks, and dance with Harriet Wise.
Daisy is hoping to have a future in the Performing Arts, and,
when asked if she would recommend trying out drama group to
her friends she replied “most definitely!” Daisy is currently
rehearsing her part as Baker, for the upcoming show ‘Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ which will be performed
next month for 6 consecutive days - and whilst she knows it will
be tiring, Daisy loves this exciting aspect of Performing Arts!
Good luck, or as they say in the business, “break a leg!”

OUTWARD BOUND
My experience on the Outward Bound Trip, July
2019, by Lewis Young.
Upon arrival at the outward bound center everyone
was tired after the 6 hour bus journey, however, it was
straight to the rooms to make our beds and put our
bags down before meeting our instructor for the week,
Shaun. We were then informed we were going on a
‘jog and dip’, which involved a short jog followed by
jumping in a freezing cold lake which woke us all up a
bit! After that, we had a shower and once again met up
with Shaun to pack our backpacks for the expedition
due to start early the next morning. This was the first of
many challenges we would face in the coming days.
We got up at 7am feeling very lethargic having not
slept well or recovered from travelling the day before,
nevertheless we all enjoyed a cooked breakfast or a
bacon roll which gave us energy for another long trip
ahead.
We met Shaun at 9am, eager to start our trip. First he
asked for a volunteer to read the map, so I immediately
volunteered for a bit of fun as I had never read a map
properly before. When we set off I had the task of
taking us the right way through a field and up the first of 9 mountains we would climb that day. Around half
way up the mountain the climbing got tougher as we lost the path and I couldn’t find one on the map. When all
hope of finding a path was pretty much lost, Tom managed to find us a much easier path up. Around an hour
later we all made it to the top of the mountain where we sat down and enjoyed some lunch.
After a short rest we set off again to towards the next mountain. As we made it to the halfway point of the
location we needed to be at by 12pm the following afternoon, we weren’t sure whether to call it a day and rest
as it was already 4pm, or to push on all the way so we didn’t have to walk in the morning when we were all
tired. We made the group decision to push on.
After this, the next step was to locate water as we were all running low. Myself, Paige, Shaun and Mr Knightly
set off in one direction, as the other half of the group went another. We managed to locate a safe place to
gather water, and I was responsible for filtering the water. The filter reached its limit before we had gathered
enough. This was a problem as water supplies were low and the next village was about an hour and a half
walk away.
After we finally made it to the peak of the final mountain we had a small break and the chance to admire the
scenery and take some photos. After our short rest we descended the mountain to our camp site. The walk

down was much nicer than the walk up! By the time
we made it to the bottom of the mountain it was time
to prepare our dinner. Our ration packs contained
pre-cooked meals that you heat up in boiling water
over a camping stove. After slightly cold pasta and
meatballs for dinner it was time for bed, so we put
our mats and sleeping bags down in a field and
slept under the stars.
We woke up the next morning excited knowing that
today we would be going cliff-jumping! For some of
us it was our first time, whereas others had done
similar before. First, however, we had to row to the
location of the cliffs which took us a little while, so
we had our lunch on the boat before jumping into
the freezing cold lake to swim ashore. Luckily the
swim to the side of the bank was short so we
weren’t in the water for too long. We then had to
climb the rock face to reach the height we were to
jump from. I was one of the first people up the top of
the rock and volunteered to jump first. There was an
option of 4 heights; jump one at around 10ft being
the lowest, the second was approx. 15ft, the third
18ft, and the highest 20ft. After looking down for a
few seconds, and with a few members of the group
encouraging me, I decided to take the highest jump first. Shaun told me the correct way to land in the water;
feet together, knees bent and arms by my side. On the count of three I jumped off of the ledge and into the
lake. The shock of the cold water hit me and I was out of breath, nevertheless it was exhilarating to have
been able to experience it, and I jumped a further 3 times!
Our fourth and final day of adventures gave us the opportunity to go gorge walking. Arriving at the bottom of
the gorge it looked like a lot of hard work ahead
with a 400m climb, involving climbing through
water, over slippery rocks and up waterfalls (which
required harnesses) up to the height of 15 meters.
The instructors told us that by the end they wanted
us to have climbed at least half way up the gorge,
however our group exceeded expectations and we
climbed around 5 waterfalls more than expected!
At the end of the day we were extremely tired and
ready for bed knowing we had a long journey
ahead of us the next day.
I would definitely recommend this trip to people
that need to build communication skills or learn
how to work in a team.
I would like to thank the members of staff that took
us on this eye opening adventure, and Shaun and
other members of The Outward Bound Trust that
made our trip wonderful, and one that I will never
forget.
Lewis Young, 10ML

A LESSON IN ETHICS
Year 8 Ethics and Philosophy students have spent the last half term concentrating on Holocaust studies.
This was a joint venture with the History Department, whereby students have learnt about different aspects
of the Holocaust in great depth, including Pre-war Jewish life, the treatment of the Jewish people, the
Kindertransport and an exploration into how Jews resisted their persecution.
Below are some examples of work exploring the theme of resistance. A common question posed to us by
students is ‘Why didn’t the Jews fight back?’ This project facilitated understanding of how the Jews did, in
many ways resist Nazi persecution. This took the form of physical and spiritual resistance. Students created
a ‘museum exhibit’ to explore this theme.
Miss Cowley

What I learned about the Holocaust
These past few weeks in ethics we have been learning about
the Holocaust. When this topic started I already knew quite a
lot about the Holocaust but throughout the weeks I have
broadened my knowledge. Originally I thought that the Jews
didn’t resist against the Nazis but I learned that they actually
did. A piece of resistance can be as small as setting up a
school or taking photos. Resistance does not always have to
be armed. Jews stood up to the Nazis in many different ways.
I have found that learning about the Holocaust is really
interesting but really sad and the topic has to be taken
seriously. However, I think that it is really important that
students learn about the devastating things that happened
during the Holocaust.
Jamie West, 8CHO

A trip to Salt Lake City
I have grown up all my life as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, a Christian
denomination that was restored by a man called Joseph Smith in the year 1820, in the USA. The 'Mormon
Pioneers' are famous for their long trek across to the west of America, where they settled in Salt Lake
Valley, Utah. I was recently granted the opportunity to visit Salt Lake City, and consequently America, for
the first time. Despite jetlag, an unexpected change in altitude, and more heat than a pure Brit like me can
handle, the country was beautiful, and so was the Salt Lake Temple. In our religion, a temple is a sacred
building where members can go to learn more about God's plan for us and receive spiritual guidance.
We consider them to be of the highest importance, and we currently have 2 in the UK (The London temple,
and the Preston temple.) The Salt Lake Temple is the largest temple of our church in the world, located
right by the church headquarters, it took 40 years to build! At 68m tall, it is HUGE, and looks a little bit like a
fairy tale castle! I saw many interesting and beautiful sites in Utah on my trip, but for me, seeing something
that means so much to me and my religion in person was the highlight of my trip.
Harriet Day
Teaching Assistant

A select group of A level Biology
students were entered into the
Intermediate Biology Olympiad in
June which is run by The Royal
Society of Biology each year. The competition is a challenging
process where students can be asked questions from across
their GCSE and Year 12 Biology courses. A total of 8282
students entered the competition this year from 466 schools
worldwide.
I am delighted that two Cottesloe students achieved a
certificated score. Achieving our first ever Silver certificate for
Amelia Fogden, and a Commended for Stanley Stokes.
Both students are passionate Biologists with a determined focus
who have already told me they are keen to tackle next year’s full
Biology Olympiad which offers places in the British team to the
most successful candidates. A very proud Biology Teacher.
Mrs Kirsty Smith

FUNDRAISING FOR A TRIP TO NEPAL
I started my experience just like everyone else; learning about the Nepal scheme in an assembly. It inspired
me and made me want to see new parts of the world. I had some reservations about starting the process or
even envisioning myself stood on a mountain top in the middle of Nepal, but I knew that by completing this
expedition it would prove to be a highly valuable lesson and teach me how to make myself an interesting
future. I felt it could also teach me how to both budget for the future, and work as a part of a team.
My doubts ended when I was persuaded by both my family and Mr James who helped me believe in myself.
All I needed was a little bit of guidance and then the cogs started turning in my head for fundraising ideas. I
felt that any fundraising projects needed to be interesting, dynamic and capture people’s imagination &
attention.
My most successful fundraiser was ‘92Marathons’ which
required me to visit all 92 English football league stadiums
in a week, and eat a Snickers bar (formally known as a
Marathon) outside each. The idea was formed by people
suggesting I should run a marathon, with me laughing at
the idea and muttering “I’d rather eat one”. This idea
developed with one Marathon becoming 92 (the amount
in a box from Costco) and that number is the number of
football clubs in the country. The trip was very tiring and
we covered thousands of miles and consumed dangerous
amounts of calories, but it was also one of the greatest
achievements and experiences of my life. I also raised
£3,100 which was 80% of the total amount I needed.

My second fundraiser involved a similar idea to
the first, but this had records to take into account
too. I decided to visit all 270 London tube stations
in a day, the record for achieving this being 16
hours and 15 minutes, and I completed it after 18
hours and 20 minutes. No records broken, but I
did manage to raise the final 20% of my goal. This
was also one of my proudest achievements.

Follow
@TCSPEDept
on Twitter
to see the
group on their
travels

The fundraising gives you experiences that can bring
life-changing results. Thanks to everyone who
supported, donated and sponsored me.
George Wood, 11LJ

CHARITY RUNNER
You may know that May was Mental Health Awareness month
and runr.co.uk set up running challenges for runners to raise
awareness for this cause and to raise money for the charity
Mind. I am not new to running and in the last year I haven't really
done much, but in December last year I signed up for
REDJanuary, a challenge which means you run every day in
January and raise money for Mind. I surprised myself and
completed the challenge and raised money and my running
mojo was back! I did suffer an injury during February but came
back and entered the May
challenge. I set myself a
target of 50 miles for the
month and despite a slow start achieved the 50 miles.
Currently I have managed to raise £236 pounds for Mind and
I hope to raise more in other runs this year.
I also ran the London Vitality 10k on Bank Holiday Monday
with very little training and I was thrilled to complete that as I
very nearly pulled out that very
morning due to nerves. It was
very hot, the pollen count was
high, but it was a fantastic race
finishing at Buckingham
Palace.
I am so happy to be running
again. I am not fast but I find
that it clears my head and gets
those endorphins going
creating positive feelings!
Mrs C Matthews
Exam Results Days
A level Results Thursday 15 August - 8am-11:30am

GCSE Results Thursday 22 August - 9am-11:30am

GCSE Results Day
procedures for students
applying to TCS Sixth Form

Results will be collated and put into an envelope which can be collected from school on results day.
If you are unable to collect your envelope in person you may authorise, in advance, someone to
collect it for you. This authorisation must be in writing (even if the person collecting your results is
your parent/guardian) and it will be attached to your results envelope. Give the letter to the Exams
Office and ensure you have signed it. If a different person has to come and collect it, you must write
another letter to the Exams Officer giving that person permission to collect your results. Without a
signed letter from you we are not allowed to release results to any third party (this includes your
parents/guardians or relatives).
If you want your results posted, please enclose a 1st class stamped envelope addressed to the
address you want your results sent to, with the letter. Unstamped envelopes and uncollected
envelopes will be taken to the school Reception desk and can be collected.
We cannot give out results of exams over the telephone or via email.

Lettings@Cottesloe We are open 7 days a week for lettings. Please email
lettings@cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk for prices and availability.
During 2019 we have hosted; Cycle Road
Racing, X Country, Netball, Football, Badminton,
Handball, Volleyball, Cricket Nets, Tennis,
Karate, Slimming World, Futsal, Dance, Junior
Football, Adult 5 a side football, Exhibitions Fairs and Meetings …
Here are just a few of the activities taking place
each week that you can join in - please contact
the organisers for details.
Mondays
Modern Dance with Anya in the Dance studio,
5.30-6.30pm
ECKA Leighton Karate and Kickboxing mixed
adult and kids class, 6.30-8pm
http://www.leightonbuzzardkarate.com/
Tuesday
Slimming World with Hannah
(tel: 07732298168), 7.30pm
Wednesday
Leighton Buzzard Netball
(term time only), 6.00-9pm
Friday
Mavericks Futsal, 7.00-9pm
http://www.mavericksfutsal.club/
With the endorsement of and affiliation to, Berks
& Bucks FA we are bringing a new sport to the
youth of MK, Bucks & Beds. Futsal is an exciting
fast-paced 5v5 game, that originates from South
America and is played across the Globe. It is the
only small sided format officially recognised by
UEFA and FIFA.
Many of the world’s top footballers played Futsal
in their youth and credit it with supporting their
development. The game puts players in
situations where they have to adapt and be
creative with solutions to escape from tight areas,
encouraging them to think quick and move quick!
Futsal is an exciting game and a fantastic source
of physical activity and social interaction for
young people.
SAVE THE DATE
Sunday 8th September
A new event for Cottesloe; FUSION FAIR - a mix
of traditional craft, steam punk, metalcraft and
more - look out for the banner going up soon, will
be ideal for early Christmas shopping for those
unique gifts or just treat yourself.

Saturday 28th September
Model Railway Exhibition
4 rooms packed to the rafters with everything
model train - layouts and trade stalls and so much
more to see and do.
Saturday 9th November
McMillan Charity Morning
Breakfast rolls, face painting, stalls, raffle please
do support Fiona in this her 10th year raising
money for McMillan
Grounds Work
We have been hard at work this year clearing the
brambles and nettles from the area behind the
long jump. It has taken a long time but finally we
are seeing this area being reclaimed from the
rabbits and weeds. With the help of the Sunday
working crew this has been transformed from
totally overgrown and impassable to what we hope
will be a grass bank free from 8ft high brambles,
we even found a few trees in amongst the weeds.

Sixth Form
Perhaps a small garden that few actually see or
know about, replanted over the last couple of
years mainly from cuttings and bits of plants from
my own garden, it contains among other plants;
Geraniums, Foxgloves, Poppies, Stachys and
Heuchera.
The Quad
Filled to the brim with
flowering annuals.
Jenny Waples
Grounds & Lettings
Manager

‘Putting the fun into fundraising’
Updates on fundraising initiatives
Waitrose Community Matters Grant: Thank you to everyone who supported us with the token
challenge. We have received a cheque from Waitrose for £255.
Easyfundraising: The Friends of Cottesloe have now had an Easyfundraising account for over a
month. We only have 25 supporters so far, but through them have raised £25.43. Please do consider
joining so that you can raise money for the FoC when you do your online shopping. The donation comes
from the supplier, not you. Even if you do not buy things online, it is worth joining and completing the
quick online survey which will be sent to you, as the school receives a 50p donation every time a new
member joins and completes it. You can also customise your account settings so that your name is not
shown in the account leader board if that is your preference.
The link to our account page is: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/focottesloeschool/
Inspired to Create: On 11th July the FoC served refreshments at the inaugural Inspired to Create
evening. The Pimms and strawberries or sparkly lemonade and elderflower option were particularly
popular. Thank you to Miss L Smith, Miss Lay, Mrs Sands and Mrs Goddard for helping at this lovely
event.
Ice-creams and ice lollies at lunchtime: Many students have been cooling down at
lunchtimes for the past few weeks with the aid of an ice-cream cone or ice lolly bought from the
FoC pop-up stall. Rocket lollies are definitely our most popular product out of the approx.1,500
ices we have sold to date. So far we have made just under £700 profit. Thank you to Mrs
Goddard, Miss Mayhew, Mrs Pinto and Mr Gale-Sides for supporting me in selling the ices and
to Mrs Colquhoun for banking the money. We have observed how polite and kind the students
have been. It is not unusual for a student with enough money to buy themselves a £1 cone, to
generously offer a friend who might not have any money on them, and buy two ice-lollies for 50p
each instead, so they can both enjoy one.
FoC support for the LINC Centre, DofE and ICT

 The FoC added to the £255 grant from Waitrose so that we could award the LINC £500 for the
self-help resources they are wanting. This will add new variety to the many ways in which they
already support the emotional and mental wellbeing of our students.

 We awarded £1,310 to Mr Curtis so that he could buy 10 new tents and 8 new
Trangia stoves to add to the current Duke of Edinburgh’s Award kit store. This will
make it possible for more students to participate in DofE.

 We have also awarded £782.40 to Mr Clawson and the ICT Department for
KitTronik i:MOVE buggies and bumpers which they can use with the raspberry pi
technology they already have. This will enable two classes to work on them at once with one robot per
pair of students, and there can be more engaging uses of the department’s microbit devices.
Well done all supporters of the FoC
During the academic year 2018-19 the FoC raised £3,500.
This is superb, but with the new ideas we have for fundraising
next year, we are sure that we can better this amount.
Our success relies upon the participation and support of students,
staff and parents. This could be by signing up to Easyfundraising,
joining the committee or volunteering at a single event. If you
would like to offer your support then please do get in touch.
Miss Hawkes
Chair of the Friends of Cottesloe
foc@cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk

Your Committee
Angela Hawkes (staff) Chair
Miriam Lay (staff)
Deputy Chair
Liz Sands (parent)
Secretary
Nicola Hulland (staff) Treasurer
Donna Geoghegan (parent)
Stella Goddard (staff)

