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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been a very busy and exciting few weeks since my appointment. I am delighted to say we have 

recruited strongly for September in a number of subjects. My primary goal with all appointments is to 

continue to insist on recruiting only the best teachers to continue our drive to make learning at The 

Cottesloe School truly world class. As well as our day to day work, the Senior Leadership Team are 

focused firmly on plans to improve the school as we move into the 2019/20 academic year. 

We are entering a crucial time of year for those students who are approaching their final GCSE, BTEC 

and A Level examinations. With Year 11 we have launched our #HundredHours which is designed to 

support them in building up a hundred hours of quality revision over the next few weeks before the exams 

start. The notion here is to encourage positivity and engagement with what can be achieved in these final 

few weeks which will undoubtedly make a real difference come Results Day in August. Please continue to 

encourage your child to focus on quality revision based around areas of weakness that have been 

identified during their mock exams. 

Wellbeing at this time is also hugely important. It is so important to achieve the correct balance between 

revision and ‘down time’ during the next few months. Producing a detailed Revision Plan with recognised 

breaks for socialising, exercise and rest is crucial in getting a healthy approach to exam preparation. Our 

Wellbeing Officer has completed some workshops with students to support them with exam stress and 

anxiety and if anybody has a concern or a worry then please encourage them to share it with their form 

tutor, a class teacher, Head of Year or a member of staff from the LINC. 

I have spoken in assembly about the importance of developing the 

necessary ‘character’ in order to be successful in life. At The 

Cottesloe School this is encapsulated in our 6Cs and 

Healthy Relationships wheels. It is so important for young 

people to develop the necessary personal qualities and 

learning habits to support them in making the next 

steps in their lives. I am sure you will agree as adults 

we use these qualities and habits on a daily basis to 

‘navigate’ the world in 

which we live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the atrocities in New Zealand a few weeks 

ago, we took the opportunity to deliver a PSHE lesson on 

the theme of Islamophobia. I believe it is fundamentally 

important that students are educated about a wide range of 

beliefs and cultures in order to understand and celebrate the 

differences that exist around the world. At The Cottesloe School 

we do not tolerate or accept racial or prejudicial language and I 

have made this very clear to the whole school in assembly.  

   ...cont’d 



Term Dates Term starts on: Last day of term: 

Spring  2019  Friday 5 April 

Summer 2019  
Wednesday 24 April Friday 24 May 

Monday 3 June Wednesday 24 July (1.20pm finish) 

Staff Inset  

(non-student day): 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 

@cottesloeschool                Facebook 

As you will be aware, I have begun to review a number of policies and procedures including school 

uniform. School uniform is an integral part of the custom and character of a school and as such I place 

high value in students looking and feeling smart when they represent the school. In good time I will write to 

you again and share my thoughts behind any proposed changes and a draft policy. I am of course mindful 

of ensuring that any suppliers we use provide the necessary quality and value for money we would all 

expect. Thank you to all those parents who have already contacted me to offer their support for making 

some possible changes to current uniform.  

Mr S Jones 
Headteacher 

Introducing our new feature ‘Meet the Team’, where in each 

newsletter we will introduce you to a member of staff at The 

Cottesloe School. 

Name: Richard Peel 

Position/Role: Assistant Headteacher 

How long have you been @ TCS? Since 2007 

What do you enjoy most about working @ TCS? 

Working with such wonderful staff and students! 

Favourite subject when you were at school, and why? 

DT, I loved the practical aspect of it and still enjoy making things! 

What advice would you give your younger self if you could? 

Believe in yourself, make things happen.   

What changes do you predict we’ll see @ TCS in the future? 

I predict that the school will continue to move forwards, I believe that the 

character of our students will grow and The Cottesloe will continue to be 

the school of choice. 

Who has been your biggest influence or inspiration? 

My Dad 

Inspirational Quote? 

“It isn’t the mountains ahead to climb that wear you out; it’s the pebble in 

your shoe.”  Muhammad Ali 

Last book you read: 

Never Go Home – L.T Ryan 

Tell us something about yourself that we don’t know: 

Outside of school I manage the Wing Raider’s U9 football team, as well as 

being a Cub Leader for 1st Wing Scouts. I thoroughly enjoy both of these 

things as I get to work with some wonderful young people and get to 

experience some amazing things! 

Meet the Team  

https://twitter.com/cottesloeschool
https://tinyurl.com/yc5jy4yt


On Wed 27th 

February a 

group of Year 

12 students 

had the 

opportunity to experience a day at Oxford University. 

As well as receiving help and guidance on applications 

they had a sample lecture in ‘Classics’ from one of the 

university staff. A tour of Somerville College’s facilities 

and accommodation was followed by a support lecture 

at the University’s Pitt Rivers Museum where students 

enjoyed a practical session in Natural History.  

Year 12 University Taster Day 

at Somerville College Oxford 

Sixth Form Geography Trip 

Year 12 Geography students travelled to 

Dorset on Friday 8th March, for a weekend 

field work trip, where they focused on beach 

profiling and urban studies, and took in some 

of the well known features of the Dorset 

coastline.  



This half term gave the History Department 

a chance to take Year 10 students on to the 

field for some hands-on learning of the 

impact of longbow archery in medieval 

warfare.  Following a homework task looking 

at the penetrative power and rapid firing 

speed of the English Longbow, the students 

took to the field to see first-hand how these 

powerful weapons felt. 

Comparing a modern composite recurve 

bow to the simple wooden stave of the 

medieval bow, students were challenged to 

see whether they could pull each bow back 

to full draw length.  Flags set out across the 

field helped to mark out the effective range 

of these weapons and gave students the 

chance to visualise the impact these new weapons 

would have had on warfare from 1290 onwards.  With a 

range of 400 metres, and the ability to penetrate even 

modern steel armour at 20m, it was clear that the 

English bowman would be a force to be reckoned with.   

All of this was in preparation for the ‘Warfare Through 

Time’ exam that the students will be sitting next year, 

which looks at the impact of 750 years of warfare on the 

English army and society.  

We look forward to moving onto the English Civil War 

soon, so that we can be outside again practicing the art 

of the Pikeman! 

Mr Herman 
History Teacher 

 A Lesson in 

Medieval Warfare  

 



On 19th of March we visited Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in 

Oświęcim, Poland. This trip was part of our involvement in the Holocaust 

Educational Trust Lessons from Auschwitz Program. Before our visit to the 

camps we participated in an orientation seminar, we learned about pre-war 

Jewish life and heard testimony from a Holocaust survivor, Susan Pollock.  

We were struck by the emotive nature of Susan Pollock’s experience and how she has 

managed to move forward with her life and family, marrying a fellow survivor in Canada and 

eventually becoming a grandmother. Susan has a unique and informative perspective on life due to her 

experience, which we feel we benefited  

from greatly for hearing at first hand. 

Before we visited Poland we expected 

Auschwitz to be relatively large. As for the 

atmosphere we expected it to be respectful 

and solemn, with us being told apparently 

the birds don’t sing at the camp... 

The visit really did give us a powerful 

educational understanding of the atrocities 

which took place at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

The visit to Auschwitz 1 was everything we 

expected it to be, not too large, the room of 

shoes and hair, it felt like everything that 

had been detailed to us in the past. 

However, the visit to the gas chambers was 

an experience in itself, walking in there we 

felt the atmosphere completely change, the 

feeling we experienced is almost 

indescribable, the emotion ran through me 

like a cold chill.  

We then moved on to the Birkenau visit. 

Our visit to Birkenau defines the Holocaust. 

The sheer size of the camp alone tells the 

full story of the scale of the Holocaust, 

shocking beyond belief, rows and rows of 

what can only be described as animal 

stables, housing people in inhumane 

conditions. Hearing how bad the Holocaust 

was in the textbooks, pales in comparison to seeing how bad the Holocaust was in the reality of the camp. 

It was almost surreal to think we were walking around the same ground, not only where over a million 

people died but also the same space some of the most evil Nazi officers walked.  

What we learnt from the Lessons from 

Auschwitz Project; that to prevent such 

awful events from taking place again, we 

must recognise the perpetrators before 

it’s too late. This is a genuine tragedy that 

has all the power to repeat itself and in 

many ways has and still is but we can 

start the process that reduces brutal 

oppression as much as we can.  

 

Ryan Obahiagbon and 
Euan Robinson, Year 12  

 

 

 



The Cottesloe School host Year 3 Bridge Builders 

from Overstone School 

On Wednesday 6th March twenty-five Year 3 students 

from Overstone School spent time working in the 

Design and Technology department for a bridge 

building challenge. Supported by staff from Overstone 

School and a group of our Year 10 students, teams 

were given two hours to design and build a bridge to 

support a given weight and to cross a 30cm ravine. 

Students had to measure and cut Pine wood and card 

and then assemble into the shape. 

 

It was an enjoyable experience seeing them working 

in teams trying to solve a design problem and use 

new skills. It was also a learning opportunity for us 

as teachers, understanding the learning needs of 

much younger students than we are used to in the 

DT workshops.  

Thank you to Overstone staff who accompanied and 

supported the students and to Mr Poote for technical 

preparation, along with Mrs Swaby and Mrs 

Anderson, for preparing materials and equipment for 

the event. Thank you, and congratulations to all 

involved. 

Steve Bonser 
Head of Design and Technology 

Year 3 quotes: 

“I liked it when we were cutting the wood to make 

our bridges.” 

“Thank you Cottesloe for letting us come to make 

bridges, we would like to come again to make 

something different. Thank you for helping us Year 

10.” 

“We liked testing our bridges with the weights. 

Thank you, we hope to come again.” 

“We liked working with the Year 10 students, they 

showed us how to cut the wood on a machine.” 

“We 

enjoyed 

working together 

all morning.” 

“Thank you for helping us 

make our bridges, we had so 

much fun.” 

Year 10 student: 

“When we did this were only allowed to use spaghetti and 

marshmallows.” 

 

 

 



Sing their Praises! 

Congratulations to our fabulous singers who have achieved the 

following grades in their LAMDA exams: 
 

Martha Copsey - Grade 8 Merit (27 UCAS points)  

Chelsea Isiekwe - Grade 7 Distinction (16 UCAS points) 

Matt Underhill - Grade 7 Distinction 

(16 UCAS points) 

Mel Tate - Grade 5 Distinction 

Sophie Travis - Grade 5 Merit 

Elizabeth Gayler - Grade 5 Distinction 

Natalie Chipangura - Grade 4 Distinction 

Laura Clark - Monks - Grade 4 Distinction 

Jessie Peck - Grade 4 Distinction 

Anna Johnson - Grade 3 Distinction 

Frida Holmes - Grade 3 Distinction 

Cerys Finnegan - Grade 3 Distinction 

Ruby Matheron - Grade 3 Distinction 

Phoebe Tomlinson - Grade 2 Merit  



Jamie Pugh - Triathlon Champ!  

On 11th August 2018 Jamie represented Great Britain in the 

European Age Group Sprint Distance Triathlon Champs in 

Glasgow, placed at 23 out of 38 in the 16-19 age group 

category, with a 750m swim, 20km bike and 5km run. 

Two months later, on October 20th, Jamie represented GB again 

in the European Age Group Sprint Distance Duathlon Champs 

which took place in Ibiza. He came in at an impressive 5th out of 

18 in 16-19 age group category with a 5km run, 20km bike and 

2.5km run. 

Jamie has been doing triathlons since 2013, when he was 12 

years old, and was influenced by his father who also takes part 

in triathlons. As a member of Leighton Buzzard Swimming Club, 

Leighton Buzzard Triathlon Club, and Aylesbury Athletics Club, 

Jamie packs in an average of 12 training sessions each week, 

including five swims, 3 runs and 3 bike rides, as well as strength & conditioning workouts. In addition to all 

the sports training, he is studying three A levels and working on an EPQ.  

On the weekend of March 30th-31st Jamie is taking part in the British Triathlon Junior Super Series, which 

is a series of 7 races across the UK that the top Junior (17-19 years old) triathlete’s race in. Round 1 is the 

‘Performance assessment weekend’ which will involve an 800m pool swim time trial on Saturday, and 20k 

bike and 5k run on Sunday, at Nottingham University and 

Prestwold motor racing circuit. 

Following on from this will be the British Elite Duathlon 

Champs; a 5km run, 20km bike, 2.5km run at Bedford 

Autodrome on 7th April. 

Later on in April, Jamie is once again representing GB, this 

time in Pontevedra, Spain, for the World Age Group Sprint 

Distance Duathlon Champs; 5km Run, 20km bike, 2.5km run.  

We all wish Jamie the best in his academic and sporting 

endeavours. 

  

 



Year 8 students Raising Funds for Kidney Research 

Thursday 14th March was World Kidney Day, so three of our Year 8 students, Cerys, Charys and 

Sapphire, took the opportunity to run their own stall for the charity, and combined it with our Red Nose Day 

fundraiser on Friday 15th. They organised a very popular stall selling sweets, cakes, friendship bracelets 

and ribbons.  

In July 2017 Cerys was diagnosed with C3GN, 

a rare incurable kidney disease. Thanks to 

research and medicine she remains well, but 

by raising funds the charity can work to find a 

cure. Thank you for supporting them on the 

day. 

 

Science Week 

Our students celebrated British Science Week during the week of 8 - 

17th March.  British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of 

science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM). We celebrated 

the journeys of British scientists and their achievements through year 

group assemblies, and an egg-style hunt for students.  

The winning students 

successfully located 15 posters 

of famous scientists hidden 

around the site, before finding 

out what they were famous for. 

Winning students were Lucia and 

Mia (Year 7), Katie and Cerys 

(Year 8) and Isaac and Anabel 

(Year 9). 

The excitement and engagement 

the activity brought to the 

students during the week was 

great to see and it generated 

discussion and sparked 

enthusiasm. Congratulations to 

the winning students! 

 

Mrs C. Hooley 
Science Teacher 

 



Brain Tumour Fundraiser 

I work part time at The Cottesloe School and wanted to 

share my story in the run up to a fundraising event for 

charity. I fundraise as an umbrella group under the charity 

Brain Tumour Research, and with the support of friends 

and family have managed to raise £35k to date.  

I had a brain tumour removed in 2008 and it returned in 

2012. Last year I had radiotherapy which has shrunk my 

tumour. Brain tumours take more lives of under 40 year 

olds than any other cancer, but only receive 2% of 

government funding.  

Brain Tumour Research 

hold a ‘wear a hat day’ 

each year and this year it 

is on the 29th March. 

There will be badges and 

donation boxes at the 

lunch tills on this day, all 

donations will be 

gratefully received. 
 

Nicole Phillips 

 

Comic Relief 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 

contributed towards raising money for Red Nose Day, from 

making a donation for non-uniform, to contributing goodies or 

running an event or stall, it has been supported by the whole 

school community. Students and staff were busy planning, 

preparing and baking in the run up to the big day, and 

despite the weather not being on our side they have 

managed to hold an impressive range of fund raising 

activities around the school - from beautiful greetings cards, 

to sweets & cakes, glitter tattoos and slime, a Joke 

Competition and 'Sponge the Teacher', it has been a 

successful day all round. The final count showed we raised 

just over £1400 for the charity! 



On Sunday 24th February, Dave 

Houchen, a member of the 

school site team, literally took 

the plunge to take part in a 

fundraising mission by doing a 

tandem skydive from a plane at 

1300 feet!  

Admitting to being afraid of 

heights, Dave had some serious 

reservations, but was persuaded 

to participate by his daughter 

Kiarni, who wanted to do her 

own sky dive to mark her 21st 

birthday. 

Sponsored 

Skydive 

Feeling nervous as the pair 

travelled to Hinton Skydiving 

Centre in Brackley, Dave said 

afterwards that it was nothing 

compared to stepping into thin 

air and watching the ground 

rush towards you at 500ft per 

second in a free-fall! 

“When the parachute opened 

and our descent slowed down, I 

could begin to enjoy the breath-

taking views. The weather was 

perfectly clear and we could see 

for miles all round”. Asked if he 

would do it again, Dave 

responded “Oh yes! I’d leap at 

the chance!” 

Dave was sponsored by friends 

and colleagues, and has raised 

£1300 to donate to local charity 

Cancer Care & Haematology 

Unit at Stoke Mandeville 

Hospital.  



Thames Valley Police Advice:  How to Stay Safe Online 
  

What is Cyberbullying and Online Harassment? 

Cyberbullying is any form of bullying which takes place online. This can be done over 

smartphones, tablets, online gaming, chat forums, social and other media.  Cyberbullying itself is not 

against the law but if the content is threatening then it could be illegal. 

Online Harassment is the act of sending offensive, rude and insulting messages and being 

abusive. If someone purposefully keeps sending you offensive messages that make you feel scared, it 

could be illegal. 

Be SMART about it! 

S Screenshot any offensive or harassing messages 

M Make sure your privacy settings are set so only people you know and trust can see what they post. 

A Avoid further communication with or retaliation to those sending the messages. 

R Report the incident(s) to internet service provider’s websites and/or social media sites 

T Talk to a parent, carer, teacher or friend.  

 

Advice for Parents and Guardians 

The internet can be a valuable resource for children, 

allowing them to connect with friends and learn new things. 

But there are also risks when going online, and children 

can be particularly vulnerable. Talking to your child is one 

of the best ways to keep them safe online. 

By understanding the risks and keeping yourself up-to-date 

on the latest technology, websites and social networks you 

can help your child enjoy the internet safely and securely.  

For additional help and support please visit the below 

websites.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk  

https://wwwmumsnet.com  

https://internetmatters.org  

 

Help Protect Your Child Online 

 Keep computers & games consoles in family rooms where 

you can monitor activity. 

 Make sure the games your child plays online are age 

appropriate. 

 Install parental control software or activate parental controls 

through the internet to prevent access to inappropriate 

content. 

 ‘Friend’ or ‘follow’ your child on social networking sites, so you 

can see how they are using them. 

 Check they are old enough to join any websites or social networks with age restrictions. 

 Advise your child not to post personal information or any images they wouldn’t want everyone to 

see. 

 Avoid using webcams unless talking to close friends or family. Consider covering your webcam 

when not in use. 

 Monitor your children’s internet usage, and be watchful for any secretive behaviour. 

 

If you have any ideas for future topics, would like information or have any questions 

please contact: aylesburysaferschools@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk
https://wwwmumsnet.com
https://internetmatters.org
mailto:aylesburysaferschools@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk


“Hello there! We have been taken part in a six week intervention called 

Talkabout. Talkabout is a course for students that teachers feel would 

benefit from this activity. Every week we do a different starter, which helps 

to meet new people and improve our social skills. In my opinion talk about is 

great to help with coping with meeting new people.” 

“Talkabout has helped me improve my self confidence and helps me meet 

more people and improve on my social skills. Everyone is really nice and 

fun to be around. Sometimes, at the end of the session we get to eat sweets 

and biscuits! We talk about our feelings and what’s going on to one and 

other. Talkabout is a six week course that helps people improve their self 

confidence. We do fun games and activities that help improve our social 

skills, Talkabout lasts for about an hour every week! It has helped us all 

improve our social skills greatly.” 

“In the past we have written stories and shared our personal experiences 

of what we have done that week. Some people who started were nervous 

about coming as they have never done anything like this in the past. 

However after a few weeks, they didn’t want to leave! Talkabout is available 

for many year groups and Mrs Witten and Mrs Willingale  are happy to have 

anyone who feels that they would benefit from it.” 

 Written anonymously by students 

 who have previously attended Talkabout 

The Cottesloe School Shop 
We stock uniform, stationery, books and revision guides 

at very reasonable prices -  all under one roof. 
  

During term-time the Shop is open: 

 Monday to Friday, 8am-4pm 

 Parents' Evenings, 4:30pm-7pm 

How to order 

1. View the online catalogue  

2. Complete order form (print the pdf file, or request 

a copy from the school)  

3. Send completed order form together with cash or make payment via ParentPay 

4. When your order is ready it will be sent home with your child 

https://www.cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk/assets/Documents/School-Catalogue-2018-2020.pdf
https://parentpayshop.co.uk/schools/Payments/8255407-1.html


Fundraising Events 

We raised £52.80 from selling refreshments at the superb 

Lipgloss and Legwarmers Dance Show in February.  We also 

made about £450 profit from the recent Year 7 Easter Disco.  

The students enjoyed either dancing in the Hall, chilling and 

playing games in the Games Room or taking part in the Egg 

Challenge.  Three very competitive boys won the challenge. 

They were Jack Pridgeon (1st prize), Elliott Wood (2nd prize), 

and Christian Matare-Dennis (3rd prize).  

We would also like to thank the three Year 8 students, Charlee Bishop, Chloe Miles and Sky Pusey, who 

made a fantastic job of running the Glitter Tattoo Stall to raise money for the FoC at the disco. 

 

Other updates 

Whilst the Spring Term has been fairly quiet in terms of fundraising events, we have been very busy 

behind the scenes.  At our March committee meeting we agreed on the following vision statement: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event-free fundraising 

We have also been investigating many methods of event-free fundraising.  We have been researching 

various grants we could apply for and have recently submitted an application to Waitrose to take part in 

their Community Matters grant scheme.  We are also in the process of putting together an application for 

the Tesco Bags of Help grant scheme.  Both of these applications are for money to fund projects and 

resources for our LINC Centre to enhance our provision for the wellbeing of our young people.   

 

Easyfundraising 

The school is also preparing to launch Easyfundraising to staff, students 

and their parents and carers.  Easyfundraising is the UK’s biggest charity 

shopping fundraising website.  With over 3,500 online retailers, users raise 

money for the school while they shop online.  We will be contacting you about this exciting opportunity for 

raising money early in the Summer Term. 

 

Date for your diary 

On Thursday 11th July the Friends of Cottesloe will be hosting ‘Inspired to Create’.  This will be a 

wonderful evening showcasing the fantastic work produced by our Art, DT, Dance, Drama and Music 

departments. Details to follow. 

 

If would like to offer to support an event or become 

a committee member, then please get in touch.   

 

  

Miss Hawkes 
Chair of Friends of Cottesloe 

ahawkes@cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk 

‘Raising funds to enrich every students’ learning 
experience by bringing together the wider community.’ 

‘Putting the fun into fundraising’ 

Your Committee 

Angela Hawkes (staff) Chair 

Miriam Lay (staff) Deputy Chair 

Liz Sands (parent) Secretary  

Nicola Hulland (staff) Treasurer  

Donna Geoghegan (parent) 

Stella Goddard (staff)  

 

mailto:ahawkes@cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk


Joke Competition for Comic Relief 

This year form 8AHA ran two activities which raised £42 for Comic Relief. 

At lunchtime on Red Nose Day, Charlee Bishop, Chloe Miles and Sky Pusey 

ran a very popular and successful Glitter Tattoo Stall. In keeping with the 

theme, we also ran a joke competition.  Thank you to Hugo Gilbert, Kian 

Bright, Sonny Carlisle and Ed Daffern for filming a fantastic advert which was shown to 

forms during registrations to promote our competition.  The entries and winners are shown 

below. 
  

1
st

 prize for Current Affairs joke: Charlie Summerson, 8CHO 

What do you call it when breakfast decides to leave?   …Breggsit! 
  

1
st

 prize for School subject related joke (food): Elijah Laidler, 7GM 

My Mum said “The only vegetable that can make you cry is an onion.”    …So I threw a coconut at 

her head. 
  

1
st

 prize for Sports related joke: Edward Barber, 8AHA (not a fix I promise) 

I went Bobsleighing the other day.    …I slayed 150 Bobs. 
  

1
st

 prize for best Random joke: Oliver Sunderland, 8AHA (really really not a fix) 

One wind turbine said to the other, “What’s your favourite type of music?”    

The other one said: “I don’t know, but I’m a big metal fan.” 

 

Now judge whether you think our panel picked the best jokes as the winners. Here are the other 

entries: 

 Me and my family bought a Chinese take-away. We put the bag on the table whilst I made drinks.  

I heard constant rustling coming from the bag. I opened it slightly to see… a Peking duck!  Millie 

Percival, 7EHS 

 Why do you never play a board game in the jungle?  Because there’s too many cheetahs!  Cerys 

Young 8RB 

 What do clouds do when they become rich?  Make it rain!  Maddie S 

 At the bank an old lady asked me to check her balance  …so I pushed her over.  Oli Sunderland, 

8AHA 

 Knock Knock, who’s there? Mikie. Mikie who? Mi kie can’t fit in the door!  Harvey Serradimigni, 

8RK 

 Two flies walking up a wall.  One said to the other “Your man’s undone!”  Mrs West 

 How do birds clean their nests?    With a feather duster.  Florence Lutherborrow, 7EC 

 I was reading a book on helium   …I couldn’t put it down.  Maddie S 

 What do you do if a teacher rolls her eyes at you?  Pick them up and roll them back!  Hannah 

Taylor and Olivia Moss, 8RK 

 Why did the lightbulb have so many friends?  Because he was so lit!  Millie Stansfield and Maya 

Cartwright, 7SLF 

 Ring-a-ring-a-roses, a pocket full of poses, a-tishoo, a-tishoo, the Black Death has come.  Louis 

Donachie, 8RK 

 Why are pirates called pirates? …because they aaaarrrrggghhh! Mrs Pinto 

 Why do sharks only swim in salt water?   …because pepper water makes them sneeze!  Hugo 

Gilbert and Sonny Carlisle, 8AHA 

 Who invented algebra?   A clever X-pert.  Maddie S 

 What is the fastest cake in the world?   Scone (said very fast)  Mrs Pinto 

 How do astronomers organise a party?  They planet!  Maddie S 

Miss Hawkes 

Form Tutor 8AHA 



DEAR! 

On Thursday 7th March students were off timetable 

period 5 to 'DROP EVERYTHING AND READ' in 

recognition of World Book Day. The school has been 

supporting this National Day for many years now and 

lots of staff and students love this opportunity to lose 

themselves in a book and relax. As we know, reading 

is vital to learning and anything that encourages 

students to do so more often is a winner with us! 

Mrs Curtis 
English Teacher and Head of Year 7 

Attendance  

Good attendance at school is linked to academic success, we are therefore asking for all parent/carers 

support in ensuring that all pupils achieve the highest possible attendance. It has been proven that 

children who do not attend school regularly are more likely to: 

 Fall behind in their school work 

 Find it difficult to make and keep friends 

 Be unhappy at school 

 Misbehave so others cannot see that they are finding the work difficult 

 Get into bad routines that can affect them getting or keeping a job later in life. 
  

Attendance Facts: 

Mrs Hardings 
Attendance Officer 

Easter Break 

 Monday 8th April - Tuesday 23 April 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

 Thursday 25th April, 4.30-7pm 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 Thursday 2nd May, 4.30-7pm 

Summer Exams 

 Begin Tuesday 7th May See timetable 

Half Term 

 Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

 Wednesday 12th June, 4.30-7pm 

‘Inspired to Create’  

 Thursday 11th July (details to follow) 

Examination Results Days 

 GCE Results:  Thursday 15 August 2019 

 GCSE Results: Thursday 22 August 2019  

For further information please see the website. 

Attendance % 
during one school 

year 
Equals days absent 

Equals 
approximately 
weeks absent 

Equals number of 
lessons missed 

95% 9 days 2 weeks 50 lessons 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 150 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 
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https://www.cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk/assets/Examinations/Summer-2019-timetable-for-website.pdf
https://www.cottesloe.bucks.sch.uk/parents/examinations/

