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Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of the second week of closure I just wanted to say how proud I am of the
school community. The sense of togetherness across staff, students and parents has been so evident
during this challenging time. I have had so many emails from parents, Governors and members of the
public thanking us for continuing to educate our students, keeping them safe and for caring about their
wellbeing. At times this has been almost overwhelming, but it has been a great source of strength
whilst we make difficult decisions.
The way teachers have adapted to new ways of learning has been amazing. Parents have been
unwavering in their support for what you have done over the last 2 weeks. Your commitment has been
exceptional.
Support staff have been extremely flexible and worked selflessly in finding new ways of providing that
essential support we all need to be able to do our jobs. Again your commitment has been
unquestionable.
The list of things you have all done is endless and goes above and beyond what we would normally
expect from any of you.
As we enter this next phase of the closure after Easter, I would urge you to try and find some time to
switch off and get away from emails for a few days. Try to make some of the days of your Easter break
feel like a 'holiday' even in these difficult times. Read a book, go for a walk, watch your favourite movie,
spend time with your family if you can - these things will make all the difference in the long run.
Finally, thank you to those who have volunteered to come in over the Easter period to support our
students and their families. I know this is greatly appreciated and essential for these families.
Thank you all for your messages of support. They are much appreciated.
Best wishes,
Mr Simon Jones
Headteacher

MEET THE TEAM
Name: Name: Marie Woods
Role: Exam Invigilator
How long have you been at TCS: I taught here 2000
- 2012 and became an invigilator in 2013. Clearly, I
could not keep away from the place!
What do you enjoy about working at TCS? Our
team of invigilators work well together, and the pupils
are very well behaved. They listen politely at the start
of each exam, as we remind them of the rules. The
instructions we give out are said in all centres so that
the exams can be carried out securely and
consistently. The candidates come well prepared to the
examination room, it is usually the odd pen or a tissue
that is asked for.
What were your favourite subjects at school?
German and English, especially when these
departments took us on school exchange and theatre
trips.
Last book you read: Northern Lights, the first in Philip Pullman’s Dark Materials trilogy. I want to
read the rest before the second series starts on BBC.
Tell us something about yourself that we don’t know:
Being retired, I have more time to do things outside of school! Two years ago, I was lucky to get tickets for
the men’s quarter finals at Centre Court. Nadal beating del Potro in 5 sets was a classic!
I have recently joined Aylesbury Opera. We performed 2 operas at Pendley Court theatre, Tring. It was
difficult trying to act and sing in Italian at the same time!

PERFORMING ARTS
On February 27th, six members of my GCSE music class were asked to spend the
afternoon teaching children from Wingrave school how to play Beethoven’s Ode to
Joy on the Glockenspiel.
One of my peers started by teaching them about Beethoven’s life and I was pleasantly
surprised to know that a few of them already knew something about him. We were
informed that they had sung Ode to Joy previously so they knew the basics of the
song and key bits of information about its composer.
Once our class had been
introduced to the six students,
we were paired off. I was
fortunate to have a kind,
intelligent partner who played
through the song with ease.
We worked through the song
bar by bar, ensuring her
playing was fluent and
accurate to the score given.
She even managed to
memorise the first two lines
and play them without my aid
(which I was very proud of).
Twenty minutes into our practice, we were informed that we would be listening to everyone’s performances.
I was confident in my partners ability. The performances were brilliant and I enjoyed watching each of my
friends interact with their partners, cheering them on. Each student played with confidence, all of them
making excellent progress. It was wonderful to see each of them supporting each other with cheers and
claps of encouragement.
We then began to work on duets. The
GCSE students were to play the melody
while our partners were to play the bass
line. My partner quickly understood how
long to hold on each note for and when
to play it. With me playing the piano and
with her playing the glockenspiel, we
practiced our parts and eventually put
them together. After practicing, the
Wingrave School teacher chose one of
her pupils to perform; he did
exceptionally well.
I thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and thought it was a great experience for all.
I believe it gave the children an insight into GSCE music and the ability to learn
something new. They have since gone back to class and taught their peers how to
play; I am convinced each of them will be good mentors. My peers had nothing but
praises to give the children and it was apparent that they all enjoyed their
time too.
Cameron Cox, 10LJ

PERFORMING ARTS

IGNITE

Tribute to Caitlin
This year, our annual dance show was inspired by the
memory of our former student Caitlin Corr and raised
funds for Young Epilepsy UK. The dancers wore
leopard print scrunchies in tribute.
Caitlin, quite literally, danced through The Cottesloe
School’s gates in September 2012 and never really
stopped dancing, even during her other lessons, until

Year 11

she completed Year 11 five years later! We wish to
remember the inspiring dancer that she was and the
many amazing contributions she gave to our school.
Caitlin and both her sisters, Ann-Marie and Rebecca,
were regular performers in our dance shows and
public performances and we fondly remember the
‘Scream and Shout’ routine with the shiny gold
leggings; Caitlin never disappointed us with her
adventurous costumes! In fact, it is the first (and only!)

time Cottesloe has ever seen a detachable costume in a GCSE choreography for her ‘Coco Chanel’
inspired piece, thanks to ‘Nan’s’ sewing skills! Caitlin was an avid fundraiser and with Ann-Marie was a
charity captain when we supported 20-20 voice cancer with our 2015 Honeycomb routine. Caitlin loved
Honeycomb and was instrumental in establishing the tradition of buying cookies from Marks and Spencer.
So dedicated to her dancing, Caitlin completed her
GCSE in a year while in Year 10. Her B grade was a
tremendous achievement and we were all really proud
of her. Thank you to all our talented dancers and their
families for supporting this event.
Miss Mayhew
Head of Performing Arts

Charity Captains, Lipgloss 2015

Group Performance
Year 12 Performing Arts students have been
working on their Group Performance workshop
and are exploring types of storytelling on the
theme of knife crime. They have chosen a
target audience of KS3 and are hoping to use
an eclectic style to explore the issues.
MK Theatre
Performing Arts students had a brilliant time at
‘The King and I’ on February 27th at Milton
Keynes Theatre! Here’s what the students had to say… "I really enjoyed it!" Sophie Travis. "The dancing
was amazing!" Lauren Axten. "It's given me so much inspiration for my Btec performance." Evie
Robertson.
Alumni News
Congratulations to Jess Lee
who was cast in the recent
performance of 'Spur of the
Moment' at The Courtyard
Theatre, London. Looking
forward to seeing how her
career progress!
Miss Mayhew
Head of Performing Arts

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
This year we have had 50 Year 10 students enrolled on the Level 1 Sports Leadership Course which has
been designed to use sport and physical activity to help young people develop and hone their
leadership skills whilst also helping themselves and others stay physically active.
It has been a great way for the students to develop confidence and has allowed the students develop
important life skills such as effective communication and organisational skills whilst learning to lead basic
physical activities to their peers as well as younger people.

We have been lucky enough to work in partnership with St Michael's Primary School for our students to be
assessed and gather their required learning hours.
Our students have planned, led and evaluated a session to a small group of Year 4 students. So far all
have thoroughly enjoyed their experience. Ben Goddard reported back “I found the experience very
inspiring. It opened my eyes to lots of different ways of teaching. I learned different ways to control a class
and what leadership skills you need to be a teacher.”
Mrs Munday, PE coordinator of St Michael's Primary School, said “It has been great to welcome the
Cottesloe students into our school, especially those who attended St Michael's. It has been something new
and different for our pupils and we are glad that is has helped the Year 10 pupils develop their skills. The
children have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and we look forward to working with the staff and students
from The Cottesloe School in the future.”
Mrs A Lambourne

GOOD DEEDS & GRATITUDE
First of all I would like to thank Mrs. Catling for
all of her support throughout secondary school.
She is one amazing lady and I think I speak for
the entirety of Year 11 here that we were very
lucky to have her support, kindness and
encouragement that helped whip us all into
shape.
Since the school closure I have participated in
two good deeds. First I let my grey horse
William do something that he loves - but I don’t!!
I braved the muddy field and let him have a roll
in the mud without wearing his rug, which he
thoroughly enjoyed! It’s safe to say when I
bought him in I nearly cried!

Second, my puppy Digby and
I volunteered to help a friend
of mine who works at the
local pharmacy. We did local
deliveries of prescriptions for
the older people of Downley,
Wycombe, who were unable
to leave their homes, and it’s
safe to say we put a smile on all of their faces! It really
was lovely to see the community coming together in
such difficult times. Please don’t panic either as I was all
dressed up in a mask and gloves and kept 2 metres
away at all times.
Again thank you so much for all your support. I’m certain
this is not goodbye but a see you soon! Wishing you the
best of luck and I hope you and your family stay well
throughout the virus!
Scarlett Mercer, 11PAG

To celebrate World Book Day the library organised a competition to guess which
member of staff hiding behind a book they are reading. Thank you to everyone who
took part and congratulations to the first three winners; Lily Bennet, Charlie Powell
and Hannah Sykes who all
received high street vouchers.
Mrs Farmer
Librarian

THE A-TEAM ARE CHAMPIONS!
The A Team! A team of staff from The Cottesloe School won the Willen Hospice fundraising ‘Super School
Staff Quiz’ on Friday 6th March. It was hosted by the 2019 quiz winners, Orchard Academy in Milton
Keynes. We faced a varied range of themed rounds: general knowledge, sport, current affairs, music,
March 2020, schools and teachers, English literature, and Geography.
We opted to play our joker for double points in the sport round, and scored well with 16 points. Despite our
lack of self-belief in our English Literature knowledge, we gained full marks and a bonus of 5 points in that
round! The Geography round saw all the questions linked to Milton Keynes, and the March 2020 round was
eclectic to say the least.
The evening was full of fun and
laughter, and the event raised £1500
to support Willen Hospice in the
amazing work they do. Mrs Harding
and Mrs Smith were extra lucky as
they also won prizes in the raffle.
We will be preparing to keep our title
next March when we host the ‘Super
School Staff Quiz 2021’.

MATHS CHALLENGE
Eighty five of our more able students participated in the Intermediate Maths Challenge
earlier this month. Here is a summary of the results.
Year 9

Bronze
7

Silver
1

Gold
0

Total
8

Year 10

8

1

0

9

Year 11

7

3

3

13

Total

22

5

3

30

I'm delighted with the results, in particular our three Year 11 students who achieved Golds; Yann Cook,
Jess Lavallin and best in school Jonah Faulks. In the past we have only had two other students to get the
gold award, they were Ed Lee and Joe McNicholas! These three students, and Charlotte Staples in Year 9,
are now invited to take part in a kangaroo round. Good luck!
Mrs Axtell-Powell
Teacher of Maths

CHALLENGE YOURSELF

Every student in Year 7, 8 and 9 has the chance to
participate in the Challenge Opportunities programme,
designed as a set of challenges to help students extend
their learning and engagement in the wider world, whilst
following their interests.
There are many challenges
that can be done at
home;

 Watch a film or read a book, then write a review
 Draw a scale drawing of a room in you home
 Plant some seeds in good quality soil, keep them watered

and give access to light. Make observations of the seeds
as they germinate and grow.
 Paint a pebble - or a whole set
 Create a scrapbook and fill it with your own ideas.
... and many more!
It is not a homework task but a concept to help them
build independence, learn outside the classroom and
facilitate the students becoming lifelong learners.
Have fun!

SCHOOL SHOP
The School has its own shop where we have tried hard to make the purchase of school
uniform and equipment as straight forward as possible. We also stock revision guides and
workbooks at competitive prices. Please browse our catalogue or on-line shop via the
School website for all the available items. Payment can also be made through ParentPay.
Once payment has been received your order will be available for your child to collect from
The School Reception.
When the school reopens, the shop is open Monday to Friday 8am – 4pm, with some
additional dates for new starters. We will inform parents when we can confirm those
dates. Thank you for your ongoing support.

BUDDING CHEFS
What new skills are you learning during isolation? Alfie in Year 7
has been practising his baking skills. He says "I have got really
stuck into cooking and I have been baking a lot recently - this
cake (photo right) is my most recent bake - I hope you like it!"
Alfie we love it!! We're just sorry that we can't all come over to try
a slice!
Toby in Year 8 has had a very productive week in the kitchen too.
He's made chocolate chip cookies, a perfect loaf of bread, coffee
cake, naan bread - and even promised to cook dinner for the
family! Awesome culinary skills Toby! Thank you for sharing the
photos - such a shame you can't share the goodies with us
too. Enjoy!

Have you been learning or practising new skills
during isolation?
If you would like to share your creations, be it something you
have baked, hand-made, painted, drawn, sewn etc. send a
photo to your teacher who will pass it on.
Please only submit photos that you are happy for us to
share on our Facebook & Twitter pages. Thank you.
@cottesloeschool

Facebook

